219. TAMIL FOR THE LONDON MATRICULATION

We have received a reply from the Secretary of the External Regis-
trar of the University of London, with reference to the petition of the
Tamil inhabitants of the Colony, requesting that Tamil may be accepted
as one of the foreign languages as an optional subject for the matricula-
tion examination of that University. Although the Joint Councils have
not been able to make any recommendation to the Senate with reference
to the matter, we do not think that it is one that need be dropped.
Ancient bodies, like the University of London, are very difficult to move,
but if the Tamil communities all over the world will persist in their ef-
forts, we have no doubt that, ultimately, the Tamil language, which has
a splendid literature, and which is the Italian of India, will be included
in the London matriculation curriculum. We give the reply of the Uni-
versity in another column.1
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220. LETTER TO DADABHAI NAOROJI
BRITISH  INDIAN ASSOCIATION
25 & 26 COURT CHAMBERS,
RISSIK STREET,
JOHANNESBURG,
February 26, 1906
TO
THE HONOURABLE DADABHAI NAOROJI
22 KENNINGTON ROAD
LONDON
DEAR SIR,
I beg to enclose herewith a statement2 showing the Indian position
in the Transvaal and the Orange River Colony.
I venture to think that there should be a joint deputation waiting
on the new Ministers3 regarding the position.
7 remain,
Tours faithfully 9
M. K, GANDHI
1 Enclosure
From a photostat of the original : G.N. 2270.
1 Not reproduced here
2 Vide "British Indians in South Africa", pp. 198-9
3 John Morley and Lord Elgin